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COMMAND:   Dr. Haake and the staff of the SIREMS EMS Office wish everyone a safe 

and happy EMS Week 2024!  The theme for this year’s EMS Week is “Honoring our Past. 
Forging our Future.” There are planning efforts underway to recognize the 50th 

anniversary of National EMS Week, including BBQ picnics scheduled at the SIH facilities.  
Please visit www.sirems.com for the BBQ dates/times and additional information.    

 
 

FINANCE:  The Fiscal Year 2025 IDPH EMS Assistance Grant is open for applications 
through the end of the month.  As in past years, due to the limited amount of grant 

funds available, the Department will not consider applications for new vehicles, vehicle 

re-chassis, building projects or grant requests over $5000.00.  For additional information 
and the application link, please visit www.sirems.com. 

 
  

LOGISTICS:  For non-transport agency administrators:  The non-transport self 
inspections are due to the EMS Office now.  The EMS Office staff must review ad submit 

to IDPH before the end of this month.  Remember, the inspections are due yearly but 
the non-transport agency licenses are good for 4 years. 

 
One of the rule changes from the grouping of new administrative rules is reporting of the 

timely delivery of PCRs to the receiving facilities.  This is still being evaluated at the EMS 
Office but the EMS transport agency administrators should prepare themselves for 

reporting on these numbers.  So, for the agencies, consider how you will track and 
report when PCRs are delivered to the receiving facilities.  For the EMS personnel, 

consider the amount of time you are currently allowing between call completion and PCR 

delivery.  The goal of IDPH is to leave the PCR at the ED before leaving the facility.  I 
know this seems impossible, but focus on having short delivery times on PCRs and we 

will see where the data leads us. 
 

Remember, IDPH requires one hour of Alzheimers training to renew any EMS license.  
Please complete this at some point during your license period, preferably before your 

license is due.  If you send proof of completion of this Alzheimers training, the EMS 
Office will enter it in your department’s roster along with your other credentials. 

 
ALS Administrators: For agencies planning on submitting Rapid Sequence Intubation 

pilot programs, the proposals are due by June 1, 2024.  Contact the EMS Office with any 
questions. 

 

  The Monitor 



For Paramedic candidates: The National Registry testing process will change July 1, 
2024.  At that time, the cognitive test becomes an adaptive test with many questions 

that will have multiple correct answers.  As this test is released, the psychomotor exam 
stations will no longer be part of the NR certification process for Paramedic.  The 

psychomotor skills will be tested within your training program and through the cognitive 
test.  Contact the EMS Office with any questions. 

 
 

OPERATIONS:  ALS agencies: Lorazepam supplied through SIH hospitals have an 
amended time of use outside the refrigerator.  In the past, we had 90 days to use Ativan 

outside of refrigeration.  Today, the suppliers have changed that time frame, now only 
allowing 30 days unrefrigerated.  Contact the EMS Office for the documents from the 

manufacturers or for additional information. 
 

Trauma Activations from the field are classified as either Category 1 or Category 2.  The 

Category 1 criteria have not changed much but are more inclusive from the mental 
status and vital signs section. 

 

  
 

 
 

 



 
Category 2 trauma activations were based solely on mechanism of injury but now have a 

section labeled EMS Judgement.  EMS personnel have been given more autonomy to 
activate based on situations under the judgement section.  Please review and contact 

the EMS Office with any questions. 
 

 
 

 

Please review and sign off on all the new rule changes.  There are a number of them 
that will directly affect the front line EMS personnel.  All of the EMS management 

personnel were emailed the new protocols.  There are new protocols for: 
 

 Relinquished newborn 
 Patients with service animals 

 Concealed firearms 

 And more… 
 

Contact the EMS Office with any questions. 
 

 

 

 



 

PLANNING:  Don’t forget about our EMS Calendar at www.sirems.com 

 
 

May 13:  SIREMS Triage Tag Day  
 

May 12:  Mother’s Day 
 

May 19-25:  50th Annual National EMS Week 
 

May 27:  Memorial Day 
 

 
 

 

TIP OF THE MONTH: When walking a trail in the wilderness, for work or recreation, try to 
stay in the center of the established pathways.  Ticks populate the tips of weeds and 

branches, in the hopes of hitching a ride with/on their next meal.  Staying in the center 
of existing trails and reducing the amount of contact with vegetative growth will reduce 

your exposure to ticks….and tick-borne diseases. 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
If you have any questions or information for “The Monitor”, please contact me at 

Brad.Robinson@sih.net or SouthernIllinoisRegionalEMS@gmail.com (06-07-2024). 


